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JOSEPH R. LASSER 

119 CUSHMAN ROAD 
SCARSDALE, NEW YORK 10583 

April 18, 1973 


Mr. Eric Newman 
P. O. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Enclosed find a series of xeroxes -- some of them 
not really satisfactory --of two notes that I recently acquired. 

I was not aware of the City of New York 2/20/1790 issue until 
I saw this one penny note, but I will make inquiry to the New 
York City Historical Society as to its background. Because 
you do not go as far as 1790 in your Early American Paper 
Money volume, I don't know whether the piece is rare or common. 

The New York One Sixth of a Dollar 3/5/1776 note 
includes the signature of E. Byvanck, Jr. below that of Abraham 
Van Wyck. While you quite probably are aware of this signature, 
your Early American Paper Money does not list E. Byvanck 
for this issue; however, it does include Peter Byvanck, so on 
the off chance that you haven't come across this signature before, 
I have enclosed the xerox. 

I regret that the quality of the xeroxes is not prime. 

Do you have any advice as to where or how or by what system 
better quality xeroxes could be obtained? 

Of course, I will mail any note to you that you would 
like to look at, but it seems to me that xeroxes normally are 
better because only on rare occasions will I be able to add to your 
fund of information. I hope that the T 
arrived and meets your needs. 



P. S. Dick Picker tells me you have a daughter in Westport, 
Connecticut whom you visit occasionally. I am in Scarsdale, 
just twenty minutes down the line and would be pleased to visit 
with you whenever you get into the area. 
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New-York. February 20,1700. 

fc,d. 

0 )> City Trtafurer. ^ JJ ; 

IS ^J?*$j&*fr*»****** ‘ 

One Penny.]*! ONE PENNY.^Od. +4^ 




: %’Q N E PENN r.<K , 

| Cm &***&• J)|y 

i.WJgoTc^'nTi^/V wSM? 

.' WW&8M US®®" 


^jj-uvju KJL J hiN 

-1- 

; ONE SIXTH of a DOLLAR. No. /Sf?" 
"'HIS BILL /hall pafscurrents 
in aU Payments in th* Colony, § 

| lor Oar SMKar and /W Pnfr, * 
g(b?iug cqusl to One Sisth of a Spa -1 
Kftfi Milled Dollar) or the Value ? 
g thereof in Gold or Silver, according I 
Sto the Refclutitm of the Provincial * 
aCongrefsof New -York, on the rth^ 
i Day of M:rch. 1776 . 

* X&TAJ'^/kr 

UA 


/£ 













JOSEPH R. LASSER 

119 CUSHMAN ROAD 
SCARSDALE, NEW YORK 10583 


April 18, 1973 


Mr. Eric Newman 
P. O. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Enclosed find a series of xeroxes -- some of them 
not really satisfactory --of two notes that I recently acquired. 

I was not aware of the City of New York 2/20/1790 issue until 
I saw this one penny note, but I will make inquiry to the New 
York City Historical Society as to its background. Because 
you do not go as far as 1790 in your Early American Paper 
Money volume, I don't know whether the piece is rare or common. 

The New York One Sixth of a Dollar 3/5/1776 note 
includes the signature of E. Byvanck, Jr. below that of Abraham 
Van Wyck. While you quite probably are aware of this signature, 
your Early American Paper Money does not list E. Byvanck 
for this issue; however, it does include Peter Byvanck, so on 
the off chance that you haven't come across this signature before, 

I have enclosed the xerox. 

I regret that the quality of the xeroxes is not prime. 

Do you have any advice as to where or how or by what system 
better quality xeroxes could be obtained? 

Of course, I will mail any note to you that you would 
like to look at, but it seems to me that xeroxes normally are 
better because only on rare occasions will I be able to add to your 
fund of information. I hope that the T 
arrived and meets your needs. 



P. S. Dick Picker tells me you have a daughter in Westport, 
Connecticut whom you visit occasionally. I am in Scarsdale, 
just twenty minutes down the line and would be pleased to visit 
with you whenever you get into the area. 





JOSEPH R. LASSER 
63 WALL STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10005 


December 11, 1973 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 
Missouri 63105 

Dear Eric: 


I am very pleased that both you and my 
North Carolina friend now are satisfied, and I am 
returning the enclosed North Carolina 10 shilling 
1783 piece. I am sending the North Carolina man 
the xerox of the 40 shilling 1785 note and informing 
him that you will not trust the piece to the U. S. 
mails until after the holiday period. I'm certain 
that this will be satisfactory to him. 

I believe you should re-check your 
research records concerning Lyman Hall. According 
to the Dictionary of American Biography - Scribner's, 
Volume 4, Lyman Hall was born April 12, 1724, and 
died October 19, 1790. He is indicated to have been 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence and in 1783 
was elected Governor of Georgia. 

I cannot reconcile the above data with your 
comments to Mr. Breen on March 18, 1971. Obviously, 
there is a conflict, and I hesitate to give any definitive 
answer. 
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JOSEPH R. LASSER 

63 WALL STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10005 


November 26, 1973 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 

Dear Eric: 


Enclosed find my research on the Continental 
currency signers plus signers for Connecticut, Delaware 
and Georgia. Also enclosed are two pages of errata in 
the Early Paper Money of America -- through the section 
on Georgia. 


I recognize that to date it has not been possible 
to undertake the kind of incremental research that the 
accompanying material represents -- and as you will see 
on the second page of additional "possible" Continental 
currency signers, I, too, have not been able to come up 
with definitive determinations. However, where possible, 

I have also indicated in the accompanying data how definitive 
answers might be found. 

The short pages are merely because the lists 
of names were short, and there was no reason to xerox 
additional blank pages. Changes in spelling also are set 
forth. I hope that the material is of value. Please let me 
know how I should proceed to carry out the research for the 
remainder of the colonies --at least for your purposes. If 
my material is too detailed, I will send you more limited 
summaries of the other colonies. However, it might be 
best to take all of my material and select the portion of 
it you feel is most germane and most valuable. Please let 
me know what your new time framework for this job is. 

I know that I cannot finish it prior to some time early in 1974. 

















































































































































































































































JOSEPH R.LASSER 

63 WALL STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10005 


November 26, 1973 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society- 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Eric: 


Enclosed find my research on the Continental 
currency signers plus signers for Connecticut, Delaware 
and Georgia. Also enclosed are two pages of errata in 
the Early Paper Money of America . -- through the section 
on Georgia. 


I recognize that to date it has not been possible 
to undertake the kind of incremental research that the 
accompanying material represents -- and as you will see 
on the second page of additional "possible" Continental 
currency signers, I, too, have not been able to come up 
with definitive determinations. However, where possible, 

I have also indicated in the accompanying data how definitive 
answers might be found. 

The short pages are merely because the lists 
of names were short, and there was no reason to xerox 
additional blank pages. Changes in spelling also are set 
forth. I hope that the material is of value. Please let me 
know how I should proceed to carry out the research for the 
remainder of the colonies --at least for your purposes. If 
my material is too detailed, I will send you more limited 
summaries of the other colonies. However, it might be 
best to take all of my material and select the portion of 
it you feel is most germane and most valuable. Please let 
me know what your new time framework for this job is. 

I know that I cannot finish it prior to some time early in 1974. 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman November 26, 1973 


While the above matter was the primary reason 
for my phone conversation with you yesterday, I also would 
like to comment again that I feel embarrassed vis a vis 
our North Carolina collector who is the owner of the Bill 
of Indictment and the Virginia counterfeit. Because the 
South Carolina 1783 torn bill did not seem to be an adequate 
trade, I have not forwarded the single piece to him -- and, 
as you know, he has wanted two pieces. Recently he has been 
questioning me as to why I have not completed the trade for 
him or, alternatively, returned his material. Needless to 
say, because you have had the items since early fall, I 
think he is justified in feeling somewhat unsettled. 

Therefore, if you do not think it appropriate to 
complete the trade with the 1783 note and a 1775 note that 
might be satisfactory to him, (I think that the 1775 note should 
be in good condition. ) then I will, regrettably, return your 
1783 note to you and, upon receipt, I will return his material 
to him in North Carolina. 

As you also know, I am going to the British 
Virgin Islands tomorrow and, therefore, will not be 
available for ten days. I would appreciate some action on 
your part by that time. It's been good to be in touch with 
you again, and I hope that the research material is valuable. 
If you have any questions on the work, please let me know. 



Joseph R. 


JRL/ljg 
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From the desk of Joseph r. lasser 


V "/ 7 / 


jU^r. 
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SHUFRO, ROSE &. EHRMAN 

63 WALL STREET, NEW YORK 10005 344-7760 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 
119 CUSHMAN ROAD 
SCARSDALE, NEW YORK 10583 






y 




__ 







dr 


(Lo-^-C^e^ *t_^ **-«.< f ~f oj/~~ & c- ri. — , 


^ c 






-7 —— *■«- , 

'~ V<k ~7 


JL*. 

« y . y 


ji 

r~‘ 


~A? 


'° f 

r 


c?- 

u 


~r 


/ 


r i~..... . 

_ r J// 




y e/£ ■/& 







as. 


7 A r /7V 


vTi-d *<t" c 0 ~v 4 -^f- , 

—o ^ ^ 'r^i---'-^ C5 

c-u ”fc<— f 0 u^x n *-< 

Va^®-<x VU°^ ^ 



t<| V^ «C ^WA^-O 

*-v<_ - je-^u ( S t <j 


<|“0 i> ^ j -4t> 

^"77 Q ~ 7 2r <?- 

S', v/ P-^jL^o S-~]% <?_ 



L.*- 


^ [jc\^Xji--<~ C 

4-< a -t-|/-t_( 'f"~ 

-^v 4^ yS f- -*/© 

A S„ (W J-79 * ^ D ' , 

5^/^f Z>-e AX/ « s^ ' ! <-^<rs» f<57~ 


(jy-o^r^ 









CL 




l ^-4 


/? .Jk-^-b-ll :#-/?£ «/£, 


>r 


/*(. " <?/-Z-o/W C nJt —^ U ^,^J‘^ t*mjJ<Jt»+A^ 

(J. x><~~ -c-o~v ij^ y„/. 


■7 ^ <>—m & n k-=> ^ <*-^n 

^ /g„* dsicf-e jT 


--^f 


i<Z bu^ 4~ 


&r 














JOSEPH R. LASSER 
63 WALL STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10005 


August 8, 1974 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed find my photos taken at the American 
Antiquarian Society plus some "poor” reproductions 
of some of the Bank of New York materials. The bank 
archivist indicated that he would like to wait until I 
finish my review prior to undertaking any adequate 
quality photos or xeroxes -- and it won't be too long 
before I complete because there are only four boxes 
t0g0 ' 

Returning to the American Antiquarian Society Ltd. 
material the following are additional items that are 
not covered in the accompanying photographs: 

1. C. C. 5/20/77 $5 No. 162560 has two new 
signatures, J.‘Mahon and T. Bally or Ball 
or ? You have 3 photographs of this bill. 

2. Georgia 1776 blue seal - page 99. George 
Houstoun, not George Houston 



3. Maryland 12/17/75 Page 118 Thomas Gassaway, Jr. 
A.A.S. 2/3$ No. 15543 - Jr. omitted 

4. Maryland 5/10/81 Add T. John Inw, Jr. A.A.S. 1S6D k 


5. Massachusetts 12/7/75 Joseph Batchelder, Jr. y/ 
A.A.S. 7/22/74 


6. C. C. 2/17/76 William Lux - new signature 1/3$ 

No. 47799 A.A.S. This is a new signature. It ^ 
is not Darby Lux. 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 


August 8, 1974 


Will be in touch with you again shortly following 
completion of the Bank of New York material. 



JRL/ljg 


P. S. I also found the name Joseph Pennel listed in 


the New York Directory 1786 as head of the 
Marine Department of the U. S. -- apparently 
predecessor to the office of Secretary of the 
Navy. We have used Pennell among the C. C. 
signers, page 44. The Journals of the Continental 
Congress authorize Joseph Pennel 8/8/78 so that 
I think the single "1" , although unusual, is the 
proper spelling. 
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JOSEPH R. LASSER 

63 WALL STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10005 


August 9, 1974 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 6310 5 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed find several xeroxes of material 


at the Bank of New York. You will see the reason for 
sending them on the xeroxes of my notebook sheet. The 
bank, very kindly, is taking the various notes out to its 
p. r. people to be photographed so that you will be certain 
to have clear copies. As you see there are six items. 


Mr. James Bent, the Secretary of the bank. 


has promised to go through the minutes of the bank for the 
years 1784-1800 and will give us all of the data pertaining 
to currency that turns up. " The Development of American 
Commercial Banking" is a volume in the bank's library. 

I thought it might be useful. 


sser 


P. S. The photos will be ready in 
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From the desk of Joseph r. lasser 



SHUFRO, ROSE & EHRMAN 

63 WALL STREET, NEW YORK 10005 344-7760 
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SHUFRO, ROSE & EHRMAN 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

December, 1974, from Jamaica 


Mr. Joseph R. Lasser 
Shufro, Rose & Ehrman 
63 Nall Street 
New York, New York 10005 

Dear Joe: 


I have gone over your wonderful note book of fascinating Continental 
Currency data. It is a great piece of work. I have studied it intensely and 
you will get full credit for the work. I will submit it to you when I have 
written it up. I have a series of questions for your opinion. 


1. I think I'll put the ctf sigs in the regular list and mark them 

so. Anyone looking should be able to find the name without looking in a 
separate ctf list. Yes or no? . a j - a 

2. Do you think I should list the names with last name last and with 
Hillegas for authority for/May, 1777 signers, thus: 

/ ,( ml\ 

/ZYj- f mS Authorization 

i - 


William Adcock 
William ^isquith 


8/8/78 

12/26/76 

Hillegas 


Issues Signed 
Apr. '78; Sept. '78 


Nov. '76; Feb. '77; 
May '77. 

May '77. 


J. Duncan Ficticious as per Apr. '78 Counterfeits. 

Broadside 

3. In some instances people with the same last name signed without 
authority. I suspect members of the same family signed for the appointed member 
but used their own names. This would account for Charles Alexander, C. Dorsey, 

T. Jones, R. Smith, G. Young. Is this too far fetched? (fp Z a. Icmtuz 


4. Joe Gaither followed Ed Gaither by a month in authorization. Maybe 

Joe got sick or croaked. / 

5. What happened to Paul Cox, J. Kuhn (is this Hahn?), Samuel Wetherill 
(is this Meredith or Caldwell?), Cr-Wierner? Did they get ousted by you for any 
specific reason. Please advise. 

4 "hi 4<L° 

6. I'll get the other data on G. Conner from my note when I get home. 

7. Were signers authorized for a specific issue or indefinitely or for 
no particular time or as a ratification.? Why were some signers authorized on 
several occasions? No 


s a ratification. 


Happy New Year and thanks again. 
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Signers of Continental Currency 


Continental Currency bills of SI and over were hand signed by two persons and fractional denomi¬ 

nations by one person. Ordinarily, one signature was in red ink and one in brown ink. Most signers 
were private citizens, selected because they supported the Revolutionary cause. They were appointed 
either by the committee in charge of currency emission or named in the formal proceedings of the, 

Continental Congress. Sometimes they were paid on a piece work basis and at other times on an hourly 
basis. There were over 275 signers of Continental Currency, so large a number rendering their signa¬ 

tures entirely worthless as a means of counterfeit detection by the public. Some signers even had other 
persons sign on their behalf without disclosing the amanuensis. The records of the appointment of sign¬ 

ers are incomplete and therefore additional names found on genuine bills are included in the following 
list. Because the same signers often signed more than one issue, their names have been listed alphabeti¬ 
cally without designation of the issue or issues they signed. The signers are: , „ . , / / 

, skhs 

Adcock, William '/*/? / Bond, Phineas a/ 7 '/ 7 ^ Clymer, Daniel j(%shx ■sfaj.jfe 1 Donnell, Nathaniel zjatyYl 


Ww K'avn , 

Aisquith, William 


Boyd, John izf-a qf 


Alexander, Charles 
Alexander, Mark 
All, Isaac #( JyT 
Anderson, J. 

Ash, James 5 l r t lv<? 
/Bain, S. 


Coale, Sam’l Stringer i f it j "f~ 

Snthnept .,9eYja^‘ m J -*/o l., , 
Brannon/Beniamin m T/'7/7(, Coats, William 
' //v/77 1 

ement ,l| 


Donnellan, Thomas 7,^4 
Dorsey, John / // 0 j 7 j 
Douglas, George 3 jl\ ! f 
Douglass, William 
Duncan, David 3 > j r f 


•I v/77 
Bright, George 3 

. Brook, Clement 


Brown. G. 
Bryson, S. 
Buchanan, R. 
Budd, G. 


Colladay, William $~jx c i 


Baird, Samuel 


Collins, Stephen /a(/>/'/s 

Sll'fl* 

Comegys, Cornelius *l< 3/77 

*«/ 3 ? 

Condon, J. 


Dundas, James 3 . 


Y 3 / n 


Edison, Thomas a/23/ 

sfa/pl 

Ellis, Joseph H. $?/§/ 7% 


Elms, S. 

fL>.< 


Barclay, Thomas 7 AA 7 A Bullock, Joseph yfojft Coombe, Thomas s '^ 4 r tj% Ep^le/UenT/ 

Barnes, Cornelius i*lph£ m Bunner, Andrew v/W /£ Copperthwait, George Evans, Joel z/q/'L 

3|l/7C» fdfiil'rs ' ' ' ' ;b 

Barney, John A|ia)l 7 Caldwell, Samuel /.•7////7S' - Copperthwait, Joseph 


•Barton, Thomas, h^9 
Bass, Robert g' fn j'/fy 


l^llS" 


'Calhoun, James 

Campbell, George 4/7/7*' 

m\7i. 


Bayard, John 

lz{ti I'lT 

Bedford, Emmery 

Bedford, Gunning YjiJ.j'jg 


’ Carleton, Joseph 
Carroll, Daniel 


( 7 tk<?>~ 1st., be ct I / 

Gather, Robert . 

. '7 


\Rrcu|ev I j. 
Courtenay,'Hercules te ( 'p 7 | 7 k 

Cox, Paul 2^3/77 

Craig, William jhsjfg 

Cranch, N. 

Creery, Dennis 


Evans, Robert 3 
Ewing, T. 

Eyres, Henry 
v^Eyres, Richard 


Farmer, Lewis 


^ rlxtjr, . 

Cist, Charles 7 /? 3 / 7 ?, . feev^^ns'" 2 I 7 ? 

Qi,;r kc^ loU L, 5 j7Q. 


\ [b c ’r '. il-, A b 1 e / , 

^SlJi tri £. k , :Yh 


Billmeyer, J. 

Bond, George j<j<j 


Ohrkze^John b s! b h<t. 

Clarkson, Matthew Crispin, William /zLfa 

3/> ' u.'ell .Ale WA tc 

Claypoole, J 


7L 


j i\ \ t 1 : 

•—Dorsey, R. 


Foulke, Judah 7 
Fox, Edward ^ 1 ^ 1 7 
Franklin, James 77 jj 7 / 


-W-Ar-c 


z /^/7 
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Fuller,. Beiyamin ij-Im hi Hillegas, Samuel a.M 7 ( . Lardner, John sk(j « Mifflin, George lLs{n* 

Gp.ter CAuj.rA , , 1 'I 1 


Giithcr, Edward Ait | fo h 7 Hitt, Dan 
Gaither, Joseph 2-|*//7 7 Hopkinson, T, 
Gamble, William jx/^3/7^ Howard, John 


Lei per, Thomas 

, G>L, < jf ! »■ / "? 7 

Levy, Benjamin /'A|a.'7f7L 



Gardner, Howell, Isaac shjYC Leech,'Thomas 3 

Garrigues, J. Hublcy, Adam 3(7 (7^ 

Garrison, Nicholas/a.Jn17^ Hubley, Joseph 

3 lT/ 7 G 1 1 

Gibson, William a/,/(77y/^/v 7 Humphreys, Richard Lewis, C 

Govell, Win-- uMu Jackson, William-) 1^5- Lewis, Ellis 7^5/76" 

Gray. George, Jr. 3/7/7C. Jacobs, Benjamin 3/f« Lewis, Francis, Jr. 

Johns, Richard /./?s/'-1*7 
Johnson, Horatio ^ (13)77 
Johnson, Rinaldo 


■ Lawrence, John 'xln^jnq Milligan, James 'l/iffr*’ 
Lawrence, Thomas Mitchel, C. 

Leacock, John \/Momegan, W. 

1 11-kd , . , 

Morris, Anthony 7 liffas 


Morris, Anthony, Jr. ixf„ f 7 ^- 
Morris, Luke f lj?rS'/ r IS' 
Morris, Samuel 


,Gray, Isaac 
Iray, William 
Graff, Jacob Jf* 
/kjrair, John 


d ;# 7 / 3/ ’/ 

Morris: Samuel C. 

*ht 7 t 

Morris, Thomas fA J,■, j 
Lewis, Mordecai 7 Mis 3^(76 Muir, F. 


Lingrington, John g/„ (n% 


Grail', John, Jr 




J « K*vSc U) J«< Mc<, ,sL|M 

Johnston, James 5/7/7 C ' 


Gray, I^QftC. ^ 1x3)79 

Griffith, Dennis ^5(77 

(rr*-iffi+L, JoLk> - j 

Griffiths, John 


Little, James 7 r <r 
Loughead, James 
Jones, Robert Slrettle"/fxfjjs' Lux, Darby /S|'7‘7 
v Lyon, Samuel 


Jones, S. 

Jones, T. 

Kaighn, John 3(3/76 


Muilan' Robert a,/ 3 3 /70 
Nesbit. Alexander k|7 c 6 

Nesbit, John Maxwell 7/k-Sj/;'s 

Ale-utli.TLeiM.as / _ 

Nevell,Thomas a. /a.3 |'/-i 

o fo(7 S' 

Nicholas, Samuel 


Kammerer, Henry 3 (osjrf 
Hammond, William Kean, J. 

Hardy, William Tll< ^Isofjohn^ '’M/C 

Hart, Thomas Kcppele, John' 


. ~ 2 *‘L<mt 3 .Ly 

V'Mackubin, Zachariah ^7/77 Nicholson, John of^ 3 \n 
Mahon,.!. Norris, Aquila 'X,[r r J ( r J r J‘ 

Marshall, William s/"//78 “Sfu/7% Nourse. Joseph 3 | jq 
Massey, Samuel 


~ - Ha. 2 -*-' i k^rr-i+r .tSAO. C_ 'rluslrs" I . | 

Hazlehurst,lsaac (2 j ()(is .^| % Ker,’josepf *(33(79 


k Masoner, Jacob rjx*? j'/f 
Masoner, H. 

Masters, William 3/9/74 
Hazlehurst, Roberl?j 1 | 7t Kimmell, Michael 7 /m/V| Mcalister, A. 

Hazlewood, John sja.y/'jtf Kinsey, Philip sfoffc McHenry, J. 

• Helm, John */( 27(79 
Herandez, C. 


Ord,John 

%(76 

Parker-' Joseph tofiih^T 

* I'I/t & 

Parr, C. 


Kuhl. Frederick Mease, James 

K ‘ ulin,J - Mease, John yU^h-r^h(ifr 

Hewes, Josiah 3 (<f }tC ✓ Kurtz, Peter Meredith, Samiel 


Patterson, George \\\^l t in 

PtttcK Tel. kTu- fcr. / j 
Patton, Robert 

Peale, St. George ^ /1 f T 

Pearson, Isaac 3 hhc 

Pcnneffi'josefih c - 1*7 £ 

Peters, T. 
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Philpol, John //g/ 7''7 

Phyle, f- rederick " ■ H 

Purviance, John /a).. | 7 eT 

o. _ ,, n 3 /^YT 4 

x <rvH‘jcly ^ ^ i u i 

Ramsey. William I79 
TRead, James ^|nj7^r 
^Read, John 

Redman, Joseph 3 j c ij\ 6 
i Reed, James 7 ^ 6 “^?iT - 
’ Reed, John Sj/ax ^7 ^ 

/ ReintzcL IT 



CURRENCY 

Salter, William 

Spear, William 

Schreiner, Jacob 7^3/79 

• Sprogell, Ludovic 7h? 3/7 <4 

Scott, William 

Stewart, D. 

Sellers, John 3 |fi ] 7 G> 

/ / • 1 
Stretch, Peter 'Sjsf 7 ^ 3/4^; 

Sellers, Nathan 3 ^ jq ^ 

' Stretch, William ^2,3/7^ 

Sellers, Samuel 

Stringer, Richard ^//77 

Shaffer, David, Jr. 7 

/ / ^ 

1 Strong, Matthew ,0-2.9/y <3 

Shaw, John, Jr. 

Summers, D. 

Shea fie, William s/2/7 £ 

■ Swaine, Francis > 3 ^ 7 ^ 


Watkins, Joseph, Jr. /a.['u|'T' 
Watson, J. 

Webb, William 




Wetherill, Samuel^^3^ 

Wharton, James /a.|i//75~ 

Ujfoce.U.i« Xs^ag. 5 , /«?i7C s 
Whelen, Israel ‘ 


Wiener, C 
Williams, John 3 


m, 


Roberts. Robert irj„ ho nib, / ' , , 

sl ’ ee ' Walter 3 /?X 


Roberts. Robert 
/Ross, James rir 
/ Rothroek.J 


Shec, John 7 (xS'l'}S '^ /Sweny,' 

/a/, ( (7-r 1 r 


: Round, Hampton s“|, 3| 77 
Rowan. James tf ji'-j-J 7^' 
Royson. James s|. 4 ( 7 ^ 
Rush, William dull* 
Russell, T. 

Ryves, C. 

Salter, John 3^7 | 7 U 


Shubart, Michael 7 f% 3 [Jq 
< v«-\^cuS ; i_ U 5 rh , 

1 Simmons, Ludson 

Si ms, J oseph 7 j iT 

Smith, Belcher P. 5^3 j 7 J 

Smith, Jonathan B. l^jnjqS' 

Smith, R. 


Taylor, John 

Thompson, James 

Thorne, William 6^7S' 

Tilghman, Tench sf Y/74 

bert l/ishs- I'aj 
• 3 ^J 76 


i 1 fh’k 1 

! Wilson, James*s’/g^S' yjiihc, 

Wilson, Joseph q £ 

~tT> Y>q.v<? \ ,, I 
■ Wistar, Daniel S/^m 


■ 3/4/41 


\T| - /G 

Walker, James 5./'i ^77 
Smith, Thomas ixf Walter, Joseph s/^ 

Snowden, Jedediah 5 ^ 72 '7^3j?? Warren, Thomas 
Snowden. Joseph , Walkins, Joseph sHhi 

3 (77 


Wister, Joseph 
Wright, John 

Tuckniss, Robert 7 ^-| 7 f You ng, John, Jr. S }sj 7 % 
Tybout, Andrew^ i< 


Young, Moses 3.^3 
Young, William 


f?,{Uck *-(n|*7& 

— Au c^ c rln ' K - u - a | 3't i V ~1 

4 -W^Ct^ •« ^ 

(,tyes •’ <?jaG(7« 

'« <r('Xo (77 

T. " JS-j-iO I7 “7 


K^n- 

Moha- e " 

ss 4 -|h| 7 & " 


V/' 


^ /V' • 


'H 
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Signers of Continental Currency 


„xi< 

. r iA ' ' 


Continental Currency bills of $1 and over were hand signed by two persons and fractional denomi¬ 
nations by one person. Ordinarily, one. signature was in. red ink and one in brown ink. Most signers 
were private citizens, selected because^they' ‘supported i Ihe Revolutionary cause. They were appointed 
either by the committee in charge of currency emission or named in the formal proceedings of the 

Continental Congress^ Sometimes they were paid on a piece work basis and at other times on an hourly 
basis. There were over 275 signers of Continental Currency, so large a number rendering their signa¬ 
tures entirely worthless as a means of counterfeit detection by the public. Some signers even had other 

persons sign on their behalf without disclosing the amanuensis. The records of the appointment of sign- 
""eiT are incomplete^ami TKerefore additional names found on genuine bills are included in the following 
list. Because the same signers often signed more^tfjan one issue, their names have been listed alphabeti¬ 

cally without designation of the issue or issues ^they signed. The signers are: 


Adcock, William 

Bond, Phineas 

Clymer, Daniel 


DonnelLNathaniel 

Aisquith, William 

Boyd,John 

Coale, Sam'l Stringer 
OstvAUl* t U J 


Donnellan, Thomas 

j O . 

Alexander, Charles 

Btannon, Benjamin 

Coats, William 


Dorsey, John 

Alexander, Mark 

Bright, George 

Cockey, John 

DcrjSej, fcc berT f ^ 

DoL^rlqsS Douglas, George 

All, Isaac 

Brook, Clement 

Coit, Joseph J oA^t '1 

—DoogJass,-Wi 11 i a m- 

Anderson, J. 

Brown, G. 

Jz^Colladay, William 


Duncan, David 

Ash, James 

Bryson, S. < 

\ Collins, Stephen 


Dundas, James 

Bain, S. 

Buchanan, R. < 

F Comegys, Cornelius 


Edison, Thomas 
f i che/6cry «?/'*. 

Baird, Samuel 

Budd, G. A 

^ — Condorv,J-.— 


Ellis, Joseph H. 




'udd, Levi 


Bullock, Joseph 


Bunner. Andrew 


Baker, 

Barclay, Thomas 
Lb'rk.eC, . 
Barnes, Cornelius 


Barney, John cjcshuc. Caldwell, Samuel 


Barrell, Thomas 
Barton, Thomas, Jr. 
Bass, Robert 
Bayard, John 
^^BedfdraTEmffie¥y^ 
Bedford, Gunning 
Billmeyer, J. 

Bond, George 




Conner, G. 

Coombe, Thomas 
Copperthwait, George 

Copperthwait, Joseph 

4 fourth<c 1 (: , 

Hercules ° 


Carleton, Joseph 

Carroll, Daniel 

CCscJfbxuy) 
Cather, Robert 
.Chr-i sJ j ti i J 
Cist, Charles 
C/rurjc^n, John L. 
Clarkson, Matthew 

Claypoole, J. 



-tippek. Henry 
Evans, Joel 
Evans, Robert 
Ewing, T. 

Eyres, Henry 
Eyres, Richard 
Farmer, Lewis 
Ferrall, Patrick 
Foulke, Judah 
Fox, Edwardf^j^Az-v/v^ 
Franklin, James 
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Philpot, John 

Salter, William 

Spear, W'illiam 

Watkins, Joseph, Jr. 

Phyle, Frederick 

/^'Schreiner, Jacob 

Sprogell, Ludovic 

Watson, J. 

Purviance, John 

/ Scott, William 

/ 

Stewart, D. 

Webb, William 

Ramsey, William 

Sellers, John 

Stretch, Peter 

Welch, George 

Read, James 

Sellers, Nathan 

Stretch, William 

Wetherill, Samuel 

Read,John 

\ Sellers, Samuel 

Stringer, Richard 

Wharton, James 

Redman, Joseph 

V. ScshuUd i'.&ioJ-Im ) 

Shafts* David, Jr. 

Strong, Matthew 

Whelen, Israel 


Shaw, John, J£ 

Summers, D. 

AViener.C.. 

—t^eecEdotm: 

ShealTe. William 

Swaine, Francis 

Williams, John 

Reintzel, D. 

Shee, John 

Sweny, T. 

Wilson, James* 

Roberts, Robert 

ToTt/E , fotxrt, Jr. 
Ross, James 

Shee, Waiter*£>^^ 
•t>horT j U 
Shubart, Michael 

\arle> ■ShcC/Hxk&r 

Taylor, John 

Thompson, James 

Wilson, Joseph 

Wistar, Daniel 

Rothrock, J. 

Simmons, Ludson 

Thorne, William 

Wister. Joseph 


Sims, Joseph 

Tilghman, Tench 

Wright, John 

Rowan, James 

Royson, James 

Rush, William 

Smith, Belcher P. 

Tuckniss, Robert 

Young, John, Jr. 

Smith, Jonathan B. 

Smith. R. 

Tybout, Andrew 

vja.cl&, F~. 

Walker, James 

Young, Moses 

Young, William 

Russell, T. 

Smith, Thomas 

Walter, Joseph 


Ryves, C. 

Snowden, Jedediah 

Warren, Thomas 


^ -SntTCr John- 

Snowden, Joseph 

Watkins, Joseph 
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Fuller, Benjamin 

Gaither, Edward 

Gaither, Joseph 

Gamble, William 

Gardner, Joseph 

Garrigues, J. 

Garrison, Nicholas 

Gibson, William 

Govett, Willing 

Gray. George, Jr?\ 

Gray. Isaac 

Gray, William 
_ 

GralT, Jacoby dr, 

Graff, John 

Graff, John, Jr. 

Gray, I. 

Gray, W. 

Griffith, Dennis 

Griffiths, John 
H^Virv j fA • 
Hammond, William 

Hardy, William 

Hart, Thomas 

Hazlehurst, Isaac 

Hazjehurst, Robert 

Hazlewood, John 

Helm, John 

Herandez, C. 

Hewes, Josiah 


Hillegas. Samuel 
Hitt, Dair— 
Hopkinson, T. G- 

Hr usTcn, 

Howard, John 
Howell, Isaac 
Hubley, Adam 
H ubley, Joseph 
Humphreys, Richard 

, PiO i><2rf* 


Lardner, John 
Lawrence, John 
Lawrence. Thomas 
Leacock, John 
Leech, Thomas 
Leiper, Thomas 

G /-. 

Levy, Benjamin 
Lewis, C. 


Mifflin, George 
Milligan, James 
Mitchel,C. 

Momegan, W. 

Morris, Anthony df- 
.^rMiirm^A^horvy^ir^r c^- 
Morris, Luke 


Jackson, William 

Lewis, Ellis 


Morris, Samuel C. 

Jacobs, Benjamin 

Lewis, Francis, Jr. 


Morris, Thomas 

Johns, Richard 

Lewis, Mordecai 


Muir, F. 

Johnson, Horatio 




Lingrington, John 


Multan, Robert £> |L 

Johnson. Rinaldo 

Little, James 


Nesbit, Alexander 

Johnston, James 

Loughead, James 


Nesbit, John Maxwell 

Jones, Robert Strettle 

Lux, Darby 


Nevell, Thomas 

Jones, S. 

Lyon, Samuel 


Nicholas, Samuel 

Jones, T. 

Mackubin, Zachariah 


Nicholson, John 

Kaighn, John 

Mahon, J. 

$ 

Norris, Aquila 

Kammerer, Henry 

Marshall, William 

Nourse, Joseph 

—KeuivT— 

Massey, Samuel 


Ord. John 

Kelso, John 

tr 


Masoner, Jacob 


Parker, Joseph 

Keppele, John 

±bkss6i SS3B=? 


Parr, C. 

Ker, Joseph 

Masters, William j/ 

L 

Patterson, George 

Kimmell, Michael 



Patton, Robert 

Kinsey, Philip 

--McHenry, J_. 


Peale, St. George 

Kuhl, Frederick 

f~-Meas£u. Janies 


Pearson Isaac 

bit ) 

PennelL Joseph 

Kuhn, J. 

Mease, John ) 


Kurtz, Peter 

Meredith, Samuel 


Peters, T$oor>uO.A‘ 
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■V letter of the 18 and 19, from General Washington; 
One of the 19th, from the Pensylvama board of war; 
Jin Va note from Dr. G. Clarkson, in behalf ot Colonel 
y „ h vitz, were laid before Congress and read: 

' Q r ,]crecl That the letter from General Washington he 
tv tor red to the Board of War; that from the Pensylvama 
i„ »ard of war to the.Board of Treasury; and that from Dr. 
Clarkson to the Medical Committee. 

Solved, That James Mease, llclothier general,|| be 
,]i'.voted to deliver to General Mifflin, quarter master gen- 
or hi s order, all the cloth in his hands, lit for tents, 
“cmmress agreeable to the order of the day, proceeded 
t( , consideration of the report from the committee of tne 
whole house on the Articles of Confederation; and, after 


,U ipsolvcd , That the farther consideration be postponed 
to Friday next. 

That Michael Hil W™, Esq r lltreasurerjU 
„mlw, vr/od and directed to appoint and, quality such 
numbe r of additional signers of mon ey as he shall pidgg 

i’cvossary, and send to Congress a _ceitificatc—of. suck_ 

■•o.nointment and qualification ; and that Dm said signers 
proceed on the business aforesaid until discharged by 

The several matters to this day referred, being post¬ 


poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 

' Tin-1,liter from Washington is in tho Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, 
IV, folio S3. It is priuted in Writings of Washington (Ford), V, 330. 
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SIGNERS OF CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 


Continental Currency bills of One Dollar and over were hand signed by two appointees, 
one signature in brown ink and one in red ink. Fractional denominations were signed by 
one person in ink of either color. Most appointees were private citizens nominated by 


Treasury officials and elected by ballot in the course of formal proceedings of the Continental^ 
Congress. Some of those nominated werenot elected. There were almost 300 different signers 


of Continental Currency, this being so large a number that signatures were rendered useless 
to the public as a means of counterfeit detection. Sometimes appointees were designated for 
a specific issue, but other authorizations were not limited as to issues to be signed. 

Signing took place over an extended period following the authorization of an issue. Signers 
were given 200 sheets of bills to sign at one time and gave a receipt on delivery. John 
Mease was named as a signer on four occasions. Joseph Watkins actually signed six issues, 
but most signers participated only in one or two issues. Signers were paid for their work < 
either on a piece work or on an hourly basis. They were also required to number the bills I 
in ink. Some signers seem to have let members of their family sign for them at times and j v 

in some instances the substitutes used their own names instead of that of the authorized 

signer. On April 21, 1777, Michael Hillegas, Treasurer of the Congress, was delegated to 
appoint signers and to certify their names to Congress. No such list of appointments or 
of certification has been located and it is assumed herein that all of those who signed 
the issues of May 20, 1777, April 11, 1778, and^egtember 26, 1778, without being directly 


NO ^ 


named by the Congress were such Hillegas appointees^ 



The spelling of names of signers is complicated by the fact that the records of 
authorization sometimes differ as to spelling from one another and from the actual 
signatures on the bills. Where variations occur the actual sign atuirp on the hi 11s--"is li sted 
as proper and any deviation noted in parenthesis. CThere are a few signers who^naveno 
specific authorization in the records in addition to tnose who are assumed to be app7)Trnretrs 
of Hillegas. There are some fictitious signatures ana some accidently misspelled signatures 
on counterfeit bills, but most counterfeits have properly spelled forged signatures. The 
official Broadside describing a few of the counterfeits designates R. Davis and J. Duncan 
as fictitious signatures on the $40 counterfeits/of April 11, 1778. There are some signatures 
which are difficult to decider as well as othe^ matters of uncertainty. It is hoped that 


4 


readers will report any additional signature/aata to enable the listing to be further refined. 


The research involved j\n revising anizT expanding the alphabetical listing set forth 
below was most complex and required a review of many major collections, extensive bio¬ 
graphical coordination and careful analysis of uncertainties. This was graciously and 
enthusiastically undertaken bY Joseph R. Lasser of Scarsdale, New York, to whom the author 
is most grateful. 
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Continental Currency Signing Patterns: 
When, Why and How 

by Joseph R. Lasser 


When the Second Continental Congress assembled in Philadelphia on May 10, 1775 
it was faced with the paramount fact that the Revolutionary War had V/*' 7 J 

Lexington and Concord had been written into history and T- itaraU y while the delegates 
were assembling 4-oc tbefce= mi i Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold were 

seizing Fort Ticonderoga. 


‘^rc r»nnnr>ho fr> n ~hr Armies must be clothed,fed and paid. 

So on the very first day of its deliberations, Congress rescued to issue paper 
money based"|pfFtaxes to be levied by each of the thirteen colonies. Thus, Continental 
Currency was born. 

The first authorization ( 5/10/75) was modest in size, aggregating only $ 2 million, 
but ten issues and 41 resolutions later when the final emission was approved on 
November 29, 1779, some $242.1 million of Continental Currency had been authorized 
and $241.6 million had been issued by Congress. 

At the start, the decisions relating to the amount and timing of a new emission 


were clear-cut and simple, and the mechanical processes of printing, authorization 
of signers, signing and distribution were neat and uncomplicated. However, before 
the last bill of the last issue was signed, the pressures and disarray of the 
Revolution had jumbled and obscured virtually all of the original guidelines. 

A committee of John Adams, James Duane, Benjamin Franklin, John Rutledge and 
James Wilson was appointed to create designs, obtain plates'* arid paper, and 
arrange for the printing of the initial May 10, 1775 emission. By mid-summer 
the bills were ready for signature and on 7/25/75 Congress authorized 28 
Philadelphians to sign the new Continental Currency—two signatures to be affixed 
to each note. "T&k tdAsi Ajlf 

A second issue was approved 11/29/75 and a group of thirtyjsix men promptl y 
were named hr signers on 12/11/75 . The Dooomber 11th Con -gg oG fe ioftol resolution 
included 15 men previously authorized for the May 10,1775 bills, thereby tending 
to blur the effective time limit of the first authorization, and within two years 
the exigencies of the war had disrupted/prococfcltros to a point where there was 

‘ ' ' A6 


relationship between ■ G e agr -e e s ' designation of signers and the 
issues that the appointees actually signed. Necessity became the governing 
factor, effectively supplanting orderly systems. 


cLucufcy*. 







issues bear the signatures of men who were designated by Hillegas, not Congress. 
Regrettably, Mr. Hillegas' papers have disappeared and, no one may ever know 
exactly either who or how many men were appointed to sign Continental Currency 
between -4/21/77 and 8/7/78. Paper money collectors have been left with the in¬ 
triguing potential that they may today, possess, or in the future, acquire. 
Continental Currency with a previously unreported signature. 

‘hft— tiiP wrifpr's lfnnuJofi^ r .^r least 39 men not listed in the resolutions of 
the Journals of the Continental Congress signed the 5/20/77 issue — and -w oG fc- 
probably there are more* Of this group, ten signed what apparently was an 
additional portion of the printed but unissued balance of the fractional currency 
of 2/17/76. Also, Hillegas must have been responsible for selecting 16 or 
more signers of the 4/11/78 "Yorktown" issue and at least eight of the signers 
of the 9/27/78 issue. 

Following its return to Philadelphia in the summer of 1778, Congress evi¬ 
denced its resumption of authority to appoint currency signers on August 8, 1778, 
with the designation of 30 men whose signatures are found on the 4/11/78 and 
9/26/78 emissions. Eleven men were selected between 8/11/78 and 8/14/78 
primarily for the 9/26/78 issue; then no more appointments were made until 
Februar^7l779. 

Between February 23, 1779 and August 14, 1779, a total of 60 men were 
selected to sign both the 9/26/78 issue and/or the 1/14/79 issue and the last 
signer, Joseph Nourse, a paymaster of the Board of War, was authorized on 
8/14/79, Characteristic of the inconsistencies evidenced in the history of 
these authorizations, Mr. Nourse's signature is found on the 5/20/77 issue 
in addition to the 9/26/78 and 1/14/79 issues. 

The final emission of the 1/14/79 issue was approved by Congress bn 
November 29, 1779. Only about three and a half months later, on March 18, 1780, 
the era of Continental Currency drew to a close. Congress resolved that States 

FUJjl jt* tt't 

could redeem Continental Currency with new^state money on the basis of $1 of new 
money for each $40 of Continental Currency with the States remitting the redeemed 
Continental Currency to the Federal Government against their respective tax quotas. 

With this action. Continental Currency almost immediately passed out of use 
and was relegated to history and numismatists. 



The third and largest authorization of currency signers toq^place on March 9,1776. 
A total of 59 men were^w*^primarily to sign the ^///y/yC i ssue, but these ap¬ 
pointees also became the signers for the currency issued under the succeeding 
5/9/76 and 7/22/76 resolutions. 

When the fourth group of signers was appointed on 12/27/76. several were given 

been > 

the task of completing a portion of what appears tojbe a sizeable unsigned residue 
of the exceptionally large authorization of 2/17/76 fractional notes in addition 
to fulfilling their primary task of signing the 11/2/76 bills. Also, a number 
of these men were given the ensuing f'hbruary 26,1777 (Baltimore) and May 20,1777 
issues for signature. 

Between 1/4/77 and 2/18/77, Congress sporadically authorized 29 additional 
men who signed the same extensive range of emissions as the 12/27/76 designees. 

The substantial changes in procedure clearly related to the pressures being 
felt by Congress. On 12/12/76, fear of potential British eonque -s-t of Philadelphia 
caused the delegates to move to Baltimore, where theyN^dassembled on 12/20/76 
and remained in session through 2/27/77. Congress then returned from Baltimore 
and resumed full scale deliberations in Philadelphia on March 12,1777. However, 
the delegates were not confident that they would be able to stay in Philadelphia. 
Among other potential emergencies y they were forced to consider that their currency 
presses, paper, etc., and possibly a supply of Continental bills themselves might 
fall into the hand of the British. CqpLaterally, it was also obvious that additional 
issues of currency would be necessary to continue the struggle for independence. 

In order to reduce the possibility of any future jvit,4rrwpOt>ri_i iif* 
currency, on April 21,1777 Congress wisely resolved : 

‘‘That Michael Hillegas, EsqT |j treasurer}!, be 
authorized and directed to appoint and 
qualify such a number of additional signers 
of money as he shall judge necessary, and 
send to Congress a certificate of such ap¬ 
pointment and qualification; and that the 
said signers proceed on the business afore¬ 
said until discharged by Congress. 

History tells us that this precautionary act was prudent. Congress again was 
forced to leave Philadelphia on 9/19/77, fleeing tofe rtto'Jn , ( Pa.) , where it ^ 
conducted its business from 9/30/77 to 6/27/78. 'T&l 

The transfer of the power of appointment to Mr. Hillegas, however, unfortunately 
resulted in a substantial gap in available Revolutionary War financial records. 

A significant amount of 2/17/76 fractional Continental currency, plus most of 
the 5/20/77 issue and substantial,but smaller^portions of the 4/11/78 and 9/26/78 
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the Constitutional Convention he played an important part owing to 
the desire of General Washington to take part in debate upon the 
floor. The latter asked Mr. Gorham to take the chair while the 
body was in Committee of the Whole. For three months the Massa¬ 
chusetts delegate proved himself an efficient, firm and temperate 
presiding officer, and justified the trust reposed in him by the great 
Virginian. After the work of the Convention was over Mr. Gor¬ 
ham did good work in securing the adoption of the Constitution by 
his own' State. He was elected a judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, and retained that office until his death on June xx, 1796. 

NICHOLAS GILMAN. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The youngest member of the Conven¬ 
tion was Nicholas Gilman, of New Hamp¬ 
shire. He was bom in 1762, and was a 
son of Nicholas Gilman, State Treasurer of 
New Hampshire. Mr. Giiman, though 
but 25 years of age, impressed himself 
his colleagues in the Constitutional 
Convention by his grasp of the questions 
involved, as well as by the fervency of his 
patriotism. He was at that time a lawyer 
in first-rate practice in his own State, and 
is said to have been one of the best in the 
country. Those who saw him for the first 
NICHOLAS GILMAN. time, thought him only a boy. His face 
had none of the hardened lines of mature manhood, but when he 
took part in conversation or in debate everyone was surprised at the 
comprehensive knowledge and sound sense displayed by this youth¬ 
ful son of the Granite State. A mere child at the time when the 
Revolutionary Rubicon was passed in 1776, he-had about -him none 
of the traditional feelings of a man who had once owed allegiance to 
an English King. He represented Young America in what may now 
be regarded, in the light of results, as the greatest of all the deliber¬ 
ative bodies whose sessions are mentioned in the world’s history. Mr. 
Gilman was elected to the First Federal Congress, and served in the 
capacity of Congressman till 1797. In 1805 he became United States 
Senator, and held that position until his death, which occurred at th* 
age of 52 years, on May 2, 1814. 
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Memo from 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 


f/7« 


*'c — 

<7^— —* -AS - >4^, 


4^ a# 

*/ p 4^. / ? m Ji 

t // ^ 7 -«-»« / ^ *+t *«*+*£ a 

s/* * ~f~ /* '&t-~r , 

/£*+.<* 


119 Cushman Rd. 
Scarsdale, N.Y. 
March 7,1976 


Dear Eric, 


Here’s my proposed article on Continental Currency signers 
who were Members of the Continental Congress. When I chatted with 
Barbara Mueller of Paper Money about the article, she indicated that 
sl^p would send it on to you for review and I suggested that the whole 
pr^edure would be accelerated if I simply mailed you a copy at the 
sime time that I sent her the original. I hope it meets your 
standards. 

Harmer Rooke has just gotten in a very extensive collection 
which will be put up for auction either late spring or early summer. 
There really isn't much distinguished material in it — although 
it totals almost two thousand pieces — but it does have a 2/26/77 
$7 Continental signed by John McHenry and Rinaldo Johnson (#4934). 
McHenry is one of the names we eliminated last summer when we couldn't 
find either a Journal of CC appointment or a note with his signature. 

I have photographed the note — and if you wish, I'll send the photo 
to you when it is developed. 

The collection also has a number of fractionals of 2/17/76 
with signatures that I haven't seen on fractionals before.; so 
I've recorded those also. 

Wall Street is in a resting period although the economic 
data seem to assure us of a better 1976 than 1975. 

When will New York entice you northward again? 


Cordiallyj 


From the desk of Joseph r. lasser 
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Barclay 


Barton, 


Bayard, 


. Bunner, 


Clymer, 


Coombe, 


Craig, 


Foulke, 


Joseph R. LaA&eA 
A.N.A. Convention 
Atlanta, Geoagta 
8/26/77 


Signers of 
May 10, 1775 
Continental Currency 


, Thomas 


Merchant 


Pennsylvania Navy Board 1777 
Committee of Corespondence 1774-5 


Thomas, Jr. Anglican 

Minister 


Fled to New York 1778 
Died 1780 


John 


Merchant 


Andrew 


Merchant 


Member Continental Congress 
1785-7 

Speaker Pennsylvania General 
Assembly 

Colonel 2nd Regiment Philadelphia 

Volunteers 

Sons of Liberty 

Volunteer Philadelphia Dragoons 
Loan Officer for 1777 Continental 
Loan Philadelphia County 


Daniel 


Lawyer 


Lieutenant Colonel 5th 
Philadelphia Battalion 
Commissioner of Claims of 
Treasury 

Pennsylvania General Assembly 
1782 


Thomas 


Anglican Fled to New York 1778 

Minister Appointed Chaplain in Ordinary 

to King, 1794 


William Landowner Philadelphia Minute Man 5/22/75 

Director and Manager Philadelphia 
Almshouse 1776 
Philadelphia Justice of the 
Peace 10/2/88 


Judah Merchant Commissioner Port of Philadelphia 

1750 

Sheriff of Philadelphia County 

10/3/71 

Died 1/24/76 


Hazlehurst, Isaac 


Jackson, William 

Jones, Robert Strettell 

Kuhl, Frederick 

Lawrence, Thomas (III) 
Lewis, Ellis 
Lewis, Mordecai 

Mease, John 

Meredith, Samuel 

Mifflin, George 


Merchant Early Shareholder Bank of 

North America 


Merchant, 
Landowner 


Ensign in Chief 1st Battalion 
of City of Philadelphia 
5/10/75 


Merchant Member, Council of Safety 

Member Pennsylvania General 
Assembly 1784 

Delegate Provincial Convention 
7/15/76 

Trustee University of 
Pennsylvania 1791 


Merchant 


Merchant 


City "Vendue Master" 1776 
(Philadelphia) 

Died Early 1776 


Merchant Member, Fellowship Fire 

Shipowner Company 

An initial Stockholder, Bank of 
North America 


Shipping Member Philadelphia 1st troop 

Merchant of Cavalry 

Admiralty Surveyor, Port of 
Philadelphia 1796-1826 


Merchant, then Brigadier General, 

Civil Servant Pennsylvania Coloniel Assembly 

U. S. Treasurer 1789-1801 


Merchant Deputy to Provincial 

Convention 1775, Paymaster 
Pennsylvania 5th Battalion, 
early in war 


- 2 - 


Milligan, James 


Morris, Anthony, Jr. 


Morris, Luke 


Morris, Samuel 


Nesbitt, John Maxwell 


Read, James 


Merchant Delegate, Provincial Convention 

January, 1775 

Auditor General for Pennsylvania 
2/15/81 


Merchant & 

Senior 

Shipowner 


Major, Philadelphia Light Horse 
Troop which served as Washington's 
Bodyguard in Campaign of 1776-7 
Died 1/3/77 


Port Warden for Philadelphia 
1778-83 

Director Hand-in-Hand 
Insurance 

A Founder of Pennsylvania 
Hospital, 1751 


Tanner, Lawyer Vice-President, Council of Safety 

Merchant 1776 

Member Board of War 1776 
Councillor of the State 1776 
Captain of Philadelphia Militia 


Merchant, Paymaster Pennsylvania Navy 

Businessman 1775-1778 

Treasurer Pennsylvania Board of 
War 

Enlisted City Troop 1777 
Bank of North America Founder 
Insurance Company North America 
1st President and Founder 


Merchant Paymaster Pennsylvania Fleet 

or Trader Member Navy Board 1780 

Colonel of Pennsylvania Line 
Director Bank of North America 
Director Insurance Company of 
North America 
Member 1st City Troop of 
Philadelphia 
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Roberts, Robert, Jr. 


Member 1st City Troop of 
Philadelphia 


Shee, John Merchant Committee of Correspondence 

1774-5 

Colonel 34d Battalion 
Pennsylvania 1776 
Board of War 1777 

Treasurer of City of Philadelphia 
1790-97 


Sims, Joseph, 


Merchant 


Tuckniss, Robert Trader Indian Commissioner of the 

Province of Pennsylvania 
1750's 


Joseph R. LaAi>2A 
A.W.A. Convention 
Atlanta, Georgia 

mem 
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Journals of Congress 


cause; and return to the states of which they are citizens, 
their names, and the nature of their offences, together 
with the witnesses to prove them: 

That the foregoing powers be vested in General Wash¬ 
ington, for and during the term of six months from the 
date hereof, unless sooner determined by Congress. 

Resolved , That the council of safety of Pensylvania be 
requested to take the most vigorous and speedy measures 
for punishing all such as shall refuse continental cur¬ 
rency; and that the General be directed to give all 
necessary aid to the council of safety, for carrying their 
measures on this subject into effectual execution. 

Mr. Hillegas having returned the names of persons Hby 
him employed|| to superintend the press, and to sign the 
bills of credit, they were agreed to; and are, - 

Superintendents of the press: Thomas Harrison, 
William Smith, and John Merryman, Junior. 

Signers of money: J ohn- S mi th - , - William Buchanan, 
Whllunu ■■ Lux, Daniel Bowley, William Asquith, John 
Griffith, Hercules Courtney, John Moalc, John Cokey, 
James Kelso, Richard Cromwell, Thoma s S ell orshT y hiliam 
Wilkinson, James Colhoun, Jo hn — M e K enry,—J ohn 


George 

Welsh, Theodore Barrell, Thomas Donnellan, John Boyd, 

Samuel Hillegas, and William Govett. 

Resolved , That 266 2/3 dollars be advanced to John 
Griffith, for the use of the sick soldiers in Baltimore; he 
to be accountable. 

The several matters to this day referred, being post¬ 
poned, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
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